Cardiovascular late effects.
This integrative literature review focuses on (1) the spectrum of cardiovascular late effects; (2) the factors that can influence the development of cardiovascular late effects; and (3) the role of the pediatric oncology nurse in minimizing the risks of cardiovascular late effects and associated disabilities in childhood cancer survivorship. The results showed that survivors who have been treated with radiation therapy, especially when the field includes the heart or the hypothalamic-pituitary axis (HPA), and specific chemotherapies are at increased risk for developing particular cardiovascular risk factors and/or cardiovascular disease. Younger age at diagnosis, longer time since treatment, and family history of early heart disease can further heighten the risks. The role of pediatric oncology nurses in the promotion of cardiovascular health for children with cancer across the illness trajectory is discussed.